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trayed by his own reasonings into measures destructive of
the purposes which he endeavoured to promote? There is
no man of whose penetration higher ideas have been justly
formed, or who gave more frequent proofs of an uncom-
mon penetration into futurity than Cromwell; and yet
succeeding times have sufficiently discovered the weak-
ness of aggrandizing France by depressing Spain, and we
wonder now how so much policy could fall into so gross an
errour, as not rather to suffer ^ower to remain in the dis-
tant enemy, than transfer it to another equally divided
from us by interest, and far more formidable by the situa-
tion of his dominions.

Cromwell, my lords, suffered himself to be hurried away
by the near prospect of present advantages, and the appre-
hension of present dangers; and every other man has
been, in the same manner, sometimes deluded into a pre-
ference of a smaller present advantage, to a greater which
was more remote.

Let it not be urged, my lords, that politicks are ad-
vanced since the time of Cromwell, and that errours which
might then be committed by the wisest administration, are
now gross and reproachful; we are to remember that
every part of policy has been equally improved, and that
if more methods of discovery have been struck out, there
have been likewise more arts invented of eluding it.

When, therefore, we inquire into the conduct, or exa-
mine the abilities of a minister, we are not to expect that
he should appear never to have been deceived, but that he
should never be foun'd to have neglected any proper means
of information, nor ever to have willingly given up the in-
terest of his country; but we are not to impute to his
weakness what is-only to be ascribed to the wisdom of
those whom he opposed.

If this plea, my lords, is reasonable, it will be necessary
for those who support the motion, to prove, not only that
the treaty of Vienna was never made, but that the false-
hood of the report either was or might have been known
by our ministers; otherwise, those who are inclined to re-
tain a favourable opinion of their integrity and abilities,